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A  D  V  E  R  T  I  S  E  M  E  N  T. 

IT  is  hopedy  that  the  Gentleman  who 
wrote  this  Letter,  will  not  take  it  a- 
mifs  that  its  now  Publijhed  bj  one^  in' 
to  whofe  Hands  it  came  :  Since  it  will  be  a 
Credit  to  his  own  Party  to  have  it  appear^ 
that  there  is  ^yet  left  fome  Senfe  of  Honour 
and  Honefty  amongjl  them.  And  the  Rea- 
der will  not  wonder  that  he  fpealzs  fo  fincere- 
ly^  and  plainly^  when  he  confiders  that  it  was 
written  in  confidence,  and  in  his  private 
Corref^ondence  with  a  z/er^  particular  Friend. 
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THE 

THOUGHTS 

O  F    A  N 

Honcft   T  O  R  Y^  &c. 


tvhen  thev  .iT  ?''°?3hts.  to  You,   efpecklly 
r  .,!,      7  f^^  "^^'^  3«  ^^e  heavy  upon  mv  Mirid 

hp  to  bear  wifhme  in  it.  I  needn't  tell  youSt 
mTT"  T  ^^"^^^  ^^^^^^'"g  both  tSJ^I 
Zn  %tr\''"  ^T  ^°"^°™«ble  to  Jr 
fovs  S  /'""'/'""'  '^%  ^^"^^  Hopes,  the  ime 

clnnnf  K^  "'  ^°*^-    ^"tlknour  nothowit^- 

la^  W  -v  "I'  '  ".''''  ^3^  3"y  '"eans  receive 
ou  l/mf'\°"  frP'"^^^"^  Ap/earances,  which 
9U  ^%/n  to  have  received.     Vhether  it  be  thac 


■^  ~  yojir 
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jrour  clofer  Converfation  with  fome  Perfons  of 
refined  Politicks  in  Town,  hath  a  little  alter'd 
yonr  Soul  from  that  regard  to  Right  and  Jujf, 
which  feem'd  once  inflexibly  to  poflers  it  ;  or 
that  the  Quiet  and  Compofure  of  my  Country 
Seat  gives  me  more  leifure  and  inclination  to  me- 
lancholy Refledions  j  or  what  the  Reafon  is,  I  am 
not  able  to  fay.  _  . 

The  Day  is  our  own,  you  tell  me  ^   We  are  jtiit 
now  coming  into  flay  again.    The  Credit  of  the  Mini- 
py  is  gone  :  the  Reputation  of  the  Whigs  funk  to 
nothing :  There   are  thofe  who   have  fatisfied  Her 
Majefly,  that  We  are  Her  true  Friends  -,  that  the 
Houfe  0/ Commons  muft  be  diffolved;  a  Total  Alte- 
ration made  :   and  the  like.     How  this  would 
once  have  rejoiced  my  Heart,    I  need  not  tell 
you.    But  I  cdnfefs,  a  walk  or  two  in  my  Gar- 
den,-and  :i  Thought  or  two  upon  the  Matter, 
hath  made  me  at  prefent  entertain  but  too  melan- 
choly Apprehenfions  concerning  this,  piece  of  . 
News.    If  you  will  give  me  leave  toTpeak  my 
Mind  freely,  as  I  ufed  to  do,  I  will  own  to 
jou   that  I  am  quite  ficlc    at    the  review    01 
Ahe  Methods   our   Friends   have  ufed  to  gam 
tiiis  happy  Profpedl,  and    at  the  Confequen- 
ces  which  at  this  time  prefent  themfelves  to  my 
Thoughts.     Honour  obtain'd  by  diflionourable 
Means,   muft  end  in  Diflionour :   And  Honour 
obtain'd  by  fliaking  the  Publick  Happinefs,  is  only 
a  more  vifible  Difgrace.      Thefe  are  my  Max-j 
ims  which  recurr  perpetually  to  my  Mmd  a& 
this  time.  ' , ,^  J/'  (' 

A  little  Patience  might  have  mad^  way  tor  our 
Friends,  without  that  load  of  Infamy  which  mud 
,  now  ftick  to  our  Gaufe,  till  it  hath  eaten  into  it, 
and  confumed  it.     You  and  others,  I  find,  fond- 
Iv  imagine,  that  the  late  Tryal,  and  our  Manage- 
■^        "  menu 
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ment  upon  if,  have  laid  the  Foundation  of  our 
Reign.  But  I  fear,  my  Friend,  that  when 
the  whole  Matter  comes  to  be  fedately  con- 
fidered,  both  the  Trial,  and  our  Management^ 
and  the  Man  who  was  the  occaiion  of  all,  will 
hang  like  a  Milljlone  about  the  Neck  of  our  Caufe, 
till  it  is  funk  lower  than  ever  it  hath  yet  been. 
Iknowfeveral  confidering  Perfons  in  our  Parts, 
who  were  a  little  wavering  before,  now  entirely 
confirm'd  that  the  Tories  care  not  if  the  Affairs 
of  Europe  be  entirely  confounded,  fo  their  perfo- 
nal  Ends  be  anfwered  •,  and  that  no  Methods  are 
too  bad  for  them  to  encourage  and  make  ufe  of  And 
between  Friends,  a  little  more  of  the  like  Ma- 
nagement cannot  but  alienate  my  felf  from  a 
Caufe  which  I  have  hitherto  been  heartily  enga- 
ged in.  You  know  that  tho'  I  am  for  theChiirch^ 
I  am  for  Religiort  too  j  and  tho'  I  join  with  the 
Tories,  yet  I  took  Oaths  with  a  fmcere  defign  of 
being  faithful  to  them  :  and  therefore  you  will 
not  wonder  if  I  look  with  grief  upon  fome  Pro- 
ceedings. 

What  defence  (hall  we  iiiake  for  railing  a  Mob, 
upon  the  foremention'd  occaiion,  where-ever  we 
could  ?  It  cannot  be  palliated,  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied. Tocaft  it  now  upon  the  other  Party,  is  on- 
ly adding  to  the  Wickednefs  :  And  to  do  it,  as 
fome  of  our  Friends  do,  even  whilft  themfelves  are 
boafting  of  having  the  Mob  againft  the  Jfhigs,  is 
too  grofs  and  bare-faced  a  Contradiftion.  I  have, 
to  my  grief,  heard  feveral  glorying  in  it  :  and  I 
am  my  felf  witnefs,  that  no  care  was  on  our  fide 
taken  to  fupprefs  it ;  but  a  great  deal  to  hinder 
the  punilhment  of  any  who  were  concerned 
in  it.  If  ever  there  can  be  fuch  a  thing  as 
Rebellion  againfl:  ^een.  Lords,  and  Commons  -, 
this  may  juftly  be  fo  accounted.  And  this  is  our 
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Glory^  which  ought  to  be  our  Sha?ne  !  What  (hall 
we  fay  to  the  Lifults  made  upon  the  Sentence 
pafs'd^  by  Bonfires^  lUimwatioits^    Riotous  Jjfem^ 
blies^    encouraged ,   or  connived  at  amongtt  us 
univerfally  ?   When  it  is  asked^  Are  thefe  the 
Men  who  are  crying  out  upon  others  as  the  Pro- 
moters  of  Rebellion  ?  Are  thefe  the  Faffive^  the  Sub- 
mijfive  Difciples  of  the  Crofs  ?   What  fhall  be  an- 
fwer'd  to  the  Adverfaries  ?  You  know  what  my 
Opinion  hath  always  been  of  the  other  fide  :  but 
I  inuft  own,  that  my  Reading  will  notfurnifh  me 
with  a  Barallel^^  nor  can  I  fay  that  they  have  ever, 
upon  fo  flight  an  occafion,    (a  Man  judicially 
caird  to  account)  fliewn  fo  turbulent  and  fediti' 
ous  a  Spirit.    And  put  the  Cafe  that  at  this  time, 
they  had  been  as  ready  to  return  Injuries,  as  o- 
thers  to  offer  them,  and  as  defirous  of  fomenting 
Difturbances,  as  we  have  ufually  thought  them, 
what  muft  have  been  the  Event  but  fomething 
terrible  and  bloody  ?  fomething  which  I  cannot, 
without  Horrour,  think  of  ?  But  it  feems  our 
Methods,   which  I  ufed  to  think  open,   honeft, 
and  generous,  muft  now  be  wholly  alter'd.   No- 
thing is  bad^  fo  it  be  for  ^  good  End :  Nothing  to 
be  balk'd  that  can  ferve  a  Purpofe.  Nor  hath  our 
great  Management  ftop'd  at  thefe  Tumults^  and  /w- 
fidts  upon  the  whole  Legijlatiire^  by  which  we  have 
fhe wn  our  value  to  our  Coviflitiition.  If  all  the  Pro- 
felytes  we  have  gaijfd,   and  all  the  Ignorant 
Men  and  Jfomen^  we  have  fpirited  up  for  us,  on 
this  occafion,  by  Lies,  and  Calumnies  ^  by  per- 
fonal  undeferved  Praifes,   and   undeferved  A* 
bufes,  were  taken  away,   I   fear  the   remainder 
would  be  very  inconfiderable.    Tht  Man^  who  is 
now,  it  feems,  made  our  Chamfiov^   we  both  a- 
gree,  is  not  more  hated  by  one  fide,  than  He  is 
keartily  defpifdd  by  the  other.      For  my  own 
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part^  I  have  heard  fuch  a  Charader  of  Hin^,  that 
I  never  defire  to  have  to  do  with  Him.  Our 
Friends,  indeed,  pay  him,  as  they  would  do  a 
Fidler^  that  plays  the  Tiiue  that  is  calFd  for,  and 
helps  forward  a  Cotmtry-Dance  :  and  they  feem 
inwardly  to  value  him  as  much  as  they  do  fuch  a 
one.  You  know  in  the  Houfe  of  Conunom^  they  did 
not  think  fit  to  fay  one  Word  in  his  behalf,  or  in 
the  behalf  of  his  Sermon.  In  the  Houfi  of  Lords^ 
it  was  pleaded  by  them,  that  the  Sermon  was  f?^- 
coherent  Nonfenje^  and  He  that  could  preach  it, 
little  better  than  mad  ^  and  this  was  thought  the 
befl:  that  it  was  proper  to  fay  for  Him.  All  the 
World  knows.  He  was  not  to  be  trufted  with  the 
management  of  his  own  Cajife  ;  or  with  any 
thing  but  the  fpeaking  fuch  Words,  as  ivere  put 
into  his  Mouth.  And  yet  to  this  Man  we  muft 
wifely  tack  our  Fortunes.  The  Church  of  Eng- 
land: nay,  th^  whole  Church  at  ChriB^ChriJliani- 
ty  it  felf  muft  be  made  dependent  upon  bis  Fate. 
His  PiBiires^  His  Caufe^  muft  be  made  our  Tools. 
Who  would  not  envy  us  fuch  honourable  Inftru- 
ments  ?  He  is  now,  I  hear,  in  his  Progrefs, 
propagating  h'u  Gofpel^  making  his  Triumphant 
Entries  into  our  Cities,  receiving  the  obfequious 
Homage  of  adoring  Crowds,  and  difpenfing  his 
Bleffings  amongft  them.  I  iuppofe,  quickly  we 
fliall  have  a  Map  of  our  Jpojlles  Travels^  as  there 
are  of  the  others  ^  and  Propofah  for  fetting  up 
his  Statues  in  all  Market-places  ^  and  his  PiSure 
in  all  PariJlhChiirches,  Hath  He  not  a  Friend  in 
the  World  left  to  recall  him,  for  his  own  Sake  > 
Or,  hath  not  our  PartyoriQ  left  to  ftop  his  Career^ 
before  he  grows  too  Ridiculous^  even  to  be  a  Tool 
any  longer?  And  is  all  our  Arginneyit^  and  Reafon^ 
dwindled  into  this  ?  Have  we  nothing  to  fay  for 
our  felves  but  by  fuch  a  Mouth,  and  fuch  a  pre- 
A  4  vailing 


railing  Figure  ?  In  my  Confcience,  I  think  it  a 
Senfon  for  us  to  mourn,  inftead  of  rejoicing,  if 
this  be  fo.  The  Man  himfelf  will  fink  us  in  time. 

And  then,  what  (hall  v/e  (dy  of  that  numerous 
train  of  Lies 'dndCalm?in2es^  which  omJgents^  with 
Applaufe,  fcatter  abroad  through  the  whole  Coiin- 
try  5  efpecially  a  News-rpriter^  J.  D-r^  whom,  how- 
ever fome  may  think  of  him,  I  cannot  but  efteem 
the  greateft  Infamy  belonging  to  our  Party. 
Juftice  IS  due  to  all  Men.  You  may  remember 
what  a  bare  fac'd  Lie  He  told  us  about  Dr.  JFeft's 
Sermon  on  the  ^oih  oi  Ji^imary  :  what  Reprelen- 
tations  He  hath  made  of  Matters  fince,  which 
we  knew  to  be  otherwife  :  and  juft  now  (what 
toucheth  my  Temper  as  tenderly  as  any  thing) 
He  hath  been  infulting  Mr.  Dolbens  Death,  to 
make  God's  Hand  in  a  particular  manner  upon 
him  ^  and  confidently  attributed  that  to  Him, 
which  1  iince  know  from  thofe  who  attended  Him 
on  his  Death-bed,  to  be  a  notorious  Falfiood.  Num- 
berlefs  are  the  Inftances  of  this  nature  :  So  many 
of  late,  that  I  have  had  a  Sufpicion  thefe  fix 
Months,  that  the  Whigs  give  him  a  Penjion  to 
rum  lis.  under  pretence  of  ferving  us,  by  his 
fcandalous  Lies,  and  Calumnies. 

Our  Addreps^  I  own,  niake  as  deep  an  impref- 
fion  of  melanclioly  upon  my  mind.  Shall  F, 
becaiife  I  differ  from  Men  in  other  things, 
prefently  go  and  reprefent  to  Her  Majefty,  and 
mfinuate  that  they  are  Republicans^  whom  I 
know  in  my  Confcience  to  be  otherwife  ^  that 
they  are  not  Churchmen^  whom  I  know  to  be  fo  ^ 
or  that  they  have  defigns,  which  I  cannot  prove 
ever  to  have  entred  into  their  Heads  ?  and 
ihall  I  fo  far  forget  my  k\i^  as  to  declare  that 
Right  to  be  the  bejl  Riglt^  which  I  my  felf  have 
atjured    for    the    fature  ?     All    the    Pofis  and 
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Offices^  in  all  the  Kivgdoms  of  this  Worl^,  are 
not  worthy  of  one  fuch  inftance  of  Foulplay, 
I  cannot  forbear  doing  juftice  to  all,  and  aaiiig 
the  part  of  a  generous  Enemy,  as  well  as  ao 
honeftMan.  I  allc'd  one  great  Man,  who  brought; 
me  an  Addrefs  to  fign,  whether  he  could  name 
one  fingle  perfbn  of  any  remark  among  the 
Jfhigs^  who  defires  our  prefent  Conjlitittion  may 
be  chang'd  into  a  Republick-^  whether  as  great 
Friends  as  any  we  have,  had  not  openly  own  d 
Pjjive  Obedience^  to  be  a  Ihnited  Duty  ^  whether 
that  which  we  ourfehes  own  to  be  true,  (hould 
be  made  matter  of  reproach  to  others  ^  wliether 
our  Caufe  could  not  be  better  fupported  without 
Lies  and  Calumnies^  and  the  like.  I  found  he 
could  name  no  fuch  Repiblican :  and  as  for  the 
DoHrine  of  Non-Yejifiance^  he  frankly  own'd  be- 
tween Friends,  that  he  believ'd  all  were  of  a 
mind  about  it,  and  that  none  would  pradice  it 
in  Cafes  of  Extremity.  He  added,  that  by  Here- 
ditary Rights  he  for  his  part  mean't  no  more 
than  Hereditary  Right  ^  according  to  that  A3: 
which  excludes  Papifls^  and  confequently  de- 
ftroys  Hereditary  Right :  but  that  thefe  Terms 
would  ferve  as  well  as  any  in  the  World  to 
break  another  Intereft,  and  to  keep  up  a  di- 
flinBion  where  there  was  no  difference.  I  could 
not  forbear  anfwering  him,  that  I  detefted  Popijh 
Principles^  and  detefted  Republican  Principles :  Bat 
at  this  time  found  my  Detejfation  to  rife  highef^ 
againft  thofe  falfe  Friends^  who  were  now  bring- 
ing an  indelible  difgrace  upon  a  good  Caufe..  by 
Jefuitical^  and  Diabolical  methods.  He  feem'd 
to  pity  my  Honefty,  and  fo  took  leave.  As  fooa 
as  he  was  gone.  Good  God  !  thought  I,  to  what 
a  heighth  (hall  we  come  at  laft,  and  v/here  will 
fuch  proceedings  end  ?  Our  Caufe  may  be  carried 

indeed 
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indeed  for  the  prefent  by  fuch  methods :  But  what 
C^w/e: can  long  fubfift  by  them?  If  we  could  not 
hold  it,  whan  we  came  regularly,  and  by  the 
voluntary  favour  of  our  Princefs^  into  the  Pojts  and 
Trujfs  of  the  Nation  ^  how  Inall  we  be  able  to 
hold  it^  when  we  come  to  them  under  a  burthen 
of  fuch  Infamy  and  Diflwnour^  as  will  one  day  or 
other  appear  in  due  Light,  to  the  generality  of 
the  Nation? 

And,  my  Friend,  the  circumftance  of  time 
fhould  methinks  ftrike  fome  little  concern  into 
every  Britijf)  Heart.  Think  to  what  a  Crifis 
things  are  coming  abroad  ^  the  great  affair  of 
Peace  now  on  Foot  5  a  General  fighting  our  Bat- 
tles, in  whom  the  Allies  have  an  entire  confi- 
dence ^  the  Summer  almoft  half  fpent  ^  the  Pre- 
fm^^r  watching  the  lucky  opportunity:  At  home, 
think  of  a  Nation  of  Men,  mutually  provoking, 
and  provoked  by,  one  another^  hardly,  at  beftjab- 
ftaining  at  this  time  from  open  quarrels.  Is  this  a 
time  for  fuch  a  Total  Alteration,  as  muft  fhake 
the  confidence  of  Friends,  and  infpire  the  Enemy 
with  Hopes?  Is  this  the  Seafon  for  an  entire  change 
of  Hands,  when  publick  Credit  muft  be  funk  into 
nothing,  before  the  reft  of  Europe  can  have  time 
to  know  whom  they  are  to  depend  upon,  and 
the  people  at  home  whom  they  are  to  truft  ?  Is 
this  a  day  for  a  Nerp  General^  or  to  difguft  the 
O/i,  when  he  is  happily  in  the  favour  of  all 
abroad,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  Execution  of 
glorious  Projedls  ?  Or  is  this  a  time  for  a  new 
choice  of  a  Houfe  of  Commons^  when  fuch  an 
opportunity  is  more  likely  than  ever  to  be  im* 
proved  by  our  common  Enemies  into  a  civil  War 
amongft  our  feh^es?  I  fhould  upon  other  Terms, 
have  been  as  glad  as  any  Man  of  fiich  Al- 
terations :    But    not    upon  the    hard    Terms 

of 
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of  hazarding  a  total  Ruin  of  us  all  toge- 
ther •,  of  endangering  the  whole  Confederacy  ^ 
of  forcing  upon  Europe  a  diftionourable  Peace, 
and  of  laying  open  our  felves  to  the  greateft 
Heats  and  Quarrels.  As  much  as  I  have  ever 
oppofed  the  Jf^higs^  and  as  heartily  as  I  have  ever 
elpoufed  another  Intereft,  I  profefs  I  would  not, 
for  all  the  World,  be  the  Man  who  fhould  at  this 
time  bring  about  fo  terrible  and  hazardous  Alte* 
rations  :  Which  can  hardly,  without  a  miracle,  be 
unattended  with  the  nioft  fatal  confequences, 
both  Abroad^  and  at  Hoine.  Abroad,  we  cannot 
our  felves  deny  it,  the  diffidence  and  diftruft 
upon  an  entire  change  here,  muft  be  as  great  as, 
we  know,  the  confidence  and  fecurity  to  be  at 
prefent  :  And  fo  the  fole  End  of  a  twenty  Years 
War,  all  at  once  difappointed,  even  when  it  is 
come  within  view  of  a  Conclufion.  At  Home^ 
fuch  threatnings  have  been  given  out,  and  fuch 
infults  made,  that  I  dread  to  think,  left  tlie 
field  of  EleSion  fhould  become  a  field  of  Battle. 
This  however,  I  cannot  help  foreboding,  that  if 
there  be  any  one  happy  confequence  of  fuch  changes 
at  this  time,  it  muft  be  to  the  common  Enemy  ^ 
if  any  miferable,  it  muft  be  to  our  native 
Country. 

Alas  !  Whither  are  we  running  fo  haftily  ? 
And  what  is  the  Spirit  which  we  have  been  rai- 
ling? We  fee  the  beginnings  of  thefe  things  ; 
but  we  fee  not  the  end.  Would  it  not  make  a 
Man  of  fober  Senfe,  Heart-lick,  to  Iiear  what  is 
vented,  (by  means  of  our  Encouragement,  and 
our  proteftion,  forfooth)  from  tho^  Pulpits  in 
which  our  Friends  do  fo  fuperabundantly  at  this 
time  Triumph  !  The  young  Man^  juft  come  from 
the  Univerfity  ^  and  the  old  Man  that  hath  been 
long  in  the  World  ^  (thofe  I  mean.that  are  called 

of 
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of  our  Party  ^)  agree  in  making  them  too  often  places 
of  Liberty^  how  much  foever  they  are  againfl:  Li- 
berty in  others.  Nothing  hardly  now  to  be  heard 
of  from  them,  but  the  fuperiority  of  the  Cronpn 
to  every  thing, except  the  Church-^  the  Independency 
oiCbtirch^zni  Churchmen  upon  \\\q  State -^  the  Royal 
and  Divine  Dignity  oi  thePrieJlhood-^  the  entire  De- 
fendence  of  us  poor  Laity  upon  their  Abfohtions 
and  BenediSiom  ^  not  without  frequent  Hints 
concerning  the  refiitution  of  Church-Lands  5  and 
open  declarations,  that  any  notice  taken  by  the 
Civil  Power^of  what  they  think  fit  to  deliver  from 
the  Pulpit^  is  downright  Perfeciition^  and  UJtirpa- 
iron.  Behold  I  am  with  you  to  the  end  of  the  JTorld. 
jis  my  Father  fent  me^  fo  fend  I  you.  A  Royal 
Priefthood—.  Shall  perijf)  in  the  gainfaying  of 
Core.  Jfi  for  the  oM  Paths.  They  that  vefft^  Sec. 
Thefe  and  the  like  paffages  of  Scripture^  di- 
ftorted  from  their  original  Defign,  furnifh  them 
with  plentiful  matter,  for  magnifying  themfelves 
and  their  Office  -,  as  well  as  for  Preaching  up  the 
Slavery  of  d\\  others.  And  as  one  madnefs  of  the 
people^  draws  on  another  ^  fo  who  knows,  what 
inay  be  the  confequence  of  fo  many  fine  ha- 
rangms  ?  Some,  I  find,  are  come  already  to  talk 
of  the  Catholick  Church  of  England  :  Which  is 
the  old  PopiJ!)  Blwider  of  a  imiverfal  particular 
Church.  What  they  may  come  to  next,  I  cannot 
divine.  W^e  have  opened  our  Preachers  Mouths, 
and  who  (hall  fhut  them,  we  know  not.  We  have 
taught  them  to  cry  out  againfl  all yWia^/iVIbtfc^,  as 
heinous  Wickednefs^  and  Diabolical  Invafon  :  And 
now  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  them  to  vent  any 
thing !  The  more  bold,  the  more  like  a  Minijier 
ef  God^  who  is  to  anfwer  at  another  Tribunal^ 
fox  the  abufe  of  his  Office,  and  not  to  earthly 
Judgesr  J  If  they  are  fo  weak,  as  to  think,  that 


tpe  defire  and  long  for  their  Dominion^  any  more 
than  the  THjigs^  they  are  as  much  miftaken  as 
ever  Men  were  :  But  if  t^e  ftill  go  on  to  encou- 
rage fuch  a  Spirit  in  them,  and  fuch  extravagant 
Flights,  as  it  may  be  too  hard,  in  time,  to  re* 
ftrain  ,  I  know  who  are  the  Fools.  We  may 
flatter  our  felves,  they  are  doing  our  Work  : 
But  it  is  manifeft  they  are  doing  their  Own.  We 
imagine  them  our  Tools :  But,  I  fear,  the 
Took  may  come  to  be  too  hard  for  the  Work* 
men. 

You  have  here  my  free  Thoughts.      [  have 
this  peculiarity  in  my  Temper,  that  I  am  more 
afFefted  and  angry,  at  the  Vices,  and  Evil  Pra- 
dlices  of  my  own  Party^  than  of  the  contrary  : 
and  think  my  felf  more  obliged  to  declare  a- 
gainfl:  them.    And  I  cannot  but  think,  there  ne- 
ver was  fuch  Ground  as  there  is  at  this  time.  We 
ufed  to  complain  of  the  Methods  and  Arts  of  the 
Whigs :  And  we  are  now  combating  them  with 
more  infamous  Weapons,  than  they  ever,  in  my 
memory,  ufed  againft  its.  We  are  lamenting  the 
Profanenefs  of  others  :  What  greater  Profanenefs 
is  there  than  to  be  Wicked  for  the  Church  ^  We 
are  crying  out  upon  Hypocrijie  :  What  greater 
Hypocrijie  is  there,    than  to  make  an  extravagant 
noife  about  Obedience,  the  Cloak  for  Turbulency  ? 
And,  what  feems  a  Fate  upon  us,  our  Wit  is  dwind- 
led with  our  Honefly^  and  our  Senfe  hath  forfaken  us 
together  with  our  Plain  dealing.  I  know  not  how  it 
is  with  you  in  London  ^  but  in  the  Country^  I  pro- 
fefs  to  you,  I  can  hardly  meet  with  any  one  thing 
writ  on  our  fide,  but  what  is  either  inhumanly  duU^ 
or  inhumanly  abujive  ^  what  is  enough  to  make  either 
the  Man  very  /c^,  or  the  Chrijlian  very  melajtcholy. 
Whether  it  be  that  the  chief  Light  of  our  Caufe  is 
at  prefent  carried  in  a  DarhLantem  j   or  that 
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our  NeT)^  Heads  are  refolved  to  keep  all  their  deep 
"Senfe  within  their  own  unfearchable  Breafts  ^  or 
that  it  is  thought  beft  to  adapt  every  thing  to  the 
Capacity  of  IFatennen^  Porters^  Carmen^  and 
JPlowmen^  leaving  Gentlemen^  and  Men  of  com- 
mon Senfe  to  fhift  for  themfelves  5  or  that  we 
in  the  Country^  are  permitted  to  have  nothing 
|)Ut  what  Tome  Whig-BoohfeUers  ml  own  will  let 
us  :  This  I  can  afliire  you,  that  I  can  meet  with 
nothing  to  put  into  the  Hands  of  a  fenfible  Z/^/^- 
Neighbour  who  vifits  me,  but  what  makes  him 
think  us .  injipidly  mad^  and  what  fets  him  ten 
times  more  againft  us  than  he  was  before.  The 
laffc  Paper  I  fent  him.  He  this  Morning  return- 
ed, with  this  Note  in  the  Blank-leaf^  God  be 
thanhdy  I  have  mm  lived  to  fee  the  Party-writings 
of  the  Tories  as  void  of  Wit,  as  I  ever  thoffgbt 
their  Caufe  to  be^  o/Reafbn.  I  defire,  if  You  have 
any  thing  yierp  that  may  ferve  to  take  off  this  Re- 
proach, You  Would  i?immediately  fend  it  down 
to  me.  But  of  all  things  I  intreat  You,  let  me 
have  nothing  that  bears  any  relation  to  the  Ju- 
thor  o{  Timothy  ^nd  Philatheus^  who,  I  hear,  hath 
been  dabbling  again.  For  A  f^ag  is  my  Averjion  :  ^ 
arid^  with  me,  wart  of  Decency  is  altpays  want  of 
Senfe.  His  firft  Work  gave  me  difguft  enough  : 
and  I  confefs  m}?^  amazement  is  hardly  yet  dimi- 
nilhed,  that  Chrijlians  and  Divines^  who  expung^lj 
as  I  have  been  informed,  fo  much  of  his  Ohfcenity^ 
Frofan^^^fs^  and  FoZ?y,  could  Sill  leave  fo  much 
behind  :  efpecially  when  they  had  MartiaVs  eafie 
Rule  before  them,  — Una  littira  potefl.  There  are 
a  fort  of  Writings^  not  to  be  corrected  but  by  one  long 
hlackJIrokeofthePen. 

Indeed,  wehavehardlj^one^nV^r  on  ourfide^ 
as  I  fee  :  but  the  Weight  of  a  numerous  Company 
of  Scriblers^  void  of  Senfe  and  Goe^d  Manners  j  fpa- 
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ring  neither  Dead  nor  Livifjg  ^  infidting  the  ow(?,  be 
^rond  Example,  ?LndL  abujing  \i\\Q  other ^  beyond  Pa- 
tience.    If  any  of  us  condefcend  to  argue,  we  are 
forced  to  acknowledge  the  truth  of  the  main  Whig^ 
J^inciples^  as  hath  been  now  done  in  the  Face  of  the 
whole  World.    And  yet  the  next  News  we  hear  of 
from  our  Quarter,  is  Obedience  without  Referves^ 
and  I  know  not  what  Modifiers  of  equal  Wickednefs 
and  Nonfenfe.   When  we  are  forced  to  explain  our 
felves  upon  Abfolute  Non-refjiance^    or  Hereditary 
Right :  we  have  the  Abfurdity  to  own  that  by  Ab- 
folute Non-r^fiance^  we  mean  a  Non-rejifiance  which 
is  not  Abfohite-^  and  that  by  Hereditary  Rights  we 
mean  the  fame  with  the  Whigs  Parliamentary  Right. 
And  yet  we  have  the  Coytfcience  to  raife  the  Spirits 
of  the  poor  People  againft  them^  by  the  deceitful 
ufe  of  thefe  Words,  and  by  Clamours  about  a  Dif- 
ference, where  we  cannot  maintain  any.    If  this 
don't  do,  why  then  We  have  a  farther  Fetch ;  vi%. 
to  tax  them  with  fecret  Intents  againft  our  Church 
and  Monarchy^  contrary  to  all  the  Rules,  I  will  not 
fay  of  Chrijtianity  ;  (iot  it  feems  to  be  forgotten 
that  We  are  Chrijiians  ^^  but  of  Heathen  Jtiflice^  or 
Mahometan  Honejiy.    In  one  Word,  Our  Champion^ 
our  Addreffesy   our  Jf^riters^    our  Methods^  are  all 
of  a  piece.    I  will  undertake  that,  at  a  lucky  con- 
jurtdture  of  Circumfl:ances,  the  beft  Set  of  Princi- 
ples^  and  of  Men  that  ever  yet  appeared,  might  be 
run  down,  and  exploded,  for  a  time,  by  the  like 
[Perfons^  and  the  like  ilf^^wj.  But  remember  again, 
what  I  have  faid  to  You,   They  that  make  life  of 
^hem  wiU^  at  lengthy  heftmk  by  them. 

Before  I  eafe  You  of  this  trouble  I  will  add  a 
Word  or  two.  Our  Friends  are  grown  very  ibnd 
joiFaJl'days.  But  their  Thoughts,  I  find,  always 
turn  upon  the  Sins  of  others.  Why  (hould  we  not 
for  once  call  to  mind  our  own  ?  and  inftead  of 

humbling 


humbling  our  felves  for  the  Madnefs  of  Lmatich, 

or  the  Folly  of  thofe  whom  no  body  regards,  and 

few  fo  much  as  knew  of,  before  We,  out  of  our 

rhriftianCompaffion,difclofed  the  Internal  Scene ; 

inftead  of  this,  I  fay,  why  (hould  we  not  pubhck- 

ly  repent  in  Dnft  and  Alhes  for  that  Scene  of  Vtl- 

tany,  and  Scandal,  which  is  workmg  on  our  fide, 

and  which  I  cannot  fay,  we  dellre  fo  much  as  to 

feem  to  difcourage.    And  for  the  time  to  come, 

let  us  dare  to  be  honeft  ;  if  we  think  fit  to  enter 

the  Lifts,   let  us  combat  our  Neighbours  upon^- 

qualTerms,  and  not  be  fo  dilhonoorable  as  to  fight 

'them  with  Weapons  that  make, us  an  Ovemriatch 

Xor  allthat  have  any  degree  of  Love  to  their  Uww- 

jry,atoi  Madefy,  ox  olBiimamtyM.  I  am.  Sec. 

Poftfcript 

-  1  have  juli  now  received  the  Impartial  Accc  mt  of  thePro- 

r'^TEtdlym   that  I  am  ftiU  more  confirmed  n  r^hat  I  have 
-«a«gfe?»fW/J««,^  ^  .^.  Knavery,   and  the 

'WcoulZelldare  to  do,  before  it  corner  topafs.    TheTendt,. 

''''''   ZJhleto  hoh  upon  them  ts  Enemies  ready  to  dtflurb  our 

Govcrnmaic,  ^^     _       /f  /tni  the  ridicutous  Comradi- 

^:'^4^&  Sck-n^m'd  Republicans,  and  yet  ittempmg  » 
So;;^;^/c  Suf.fce  TumuUs  upon  thofe  -^'-Wo?! -f;;  J 

Dnd'erftanding,  f  *^7<L^f/;^^  "^  „uJ^SL  forthk  Account. 

^^js^ttii:Zr:!;i:^^  ^^^  ^ 

Ifum^ed  by  fuch  Methods  !  Adieu. 
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